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~ The Play’s the thing !’”"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Riznz1, The Poor Soldier, and The Dumb Savoyard, were the per- 
formances at this Theatre last night. The celebrated Irish orator, 
Mr. Shiel, sat in a private box, and excited much attention from the 
few among the audience who were aware of his presence. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

A new petite Comedy, entitled My Siep Mother, was last night 
produced at this Theatre, and has been successful. The plot is sim- 
ple and natural, and will come home to the business and bosoms of 
many a family. Mr. Bramwell, (Bartley,) has married a second wife, 
Eliza, (Miss Jarman,) to whom, though she is all that is amiable, 
his children, Charles, (Mr. Raymond.) Julius, (Miss Goward,) and 
Clara, (Miss Henry,) violently object, merely because she is their step- 
mother; they are encouraged in their enmity by Miss Acrid, (Mrs. 
Weston,) Mr. Bramwell’s housekeeper. Whilst they are all plotting 
how most to annoy the harmless object of their dislike, she arrives, 
but is taken for a lady, who is expected as companion to Clara ;—the 
children and Miss Acrid endeavour to engage Mrs. Bramwell in the 
plot against herself, she wins all their hearts by her agreeable manners, 
until they discover that she is the dreaded step-mother ; when again 
they turn all her most amiable actions to subjects of accusation against 
her ; Charles fancies he has discovered an intrigue betwixt her and Col. 
Hearty, (Wrench,) which turns out to be an interview sought by Mrs. 
Bramwell for the purpose of procuring the discharge of Charles, who 
has foolishly entered the army, in pique at his father’s marriage.— 
These repeated instances of goodness of heart at length win over the 
prejudices of the children to their amiable mother-in-law. Miss Acrid 
is dismissed, and all is harmony. 

This Comedy has no pretensions to wit or fine writing, but its inci- 
dents are naturally and pleasingly told, and very well acted. The 
character of Julius, the youngest sov, was, theugh a little too ex- 
travagant, well imagined, and cleverly acted by Miss Goward ; Julius 
is a boy just beginning to fancy himself a man, and gives himself all 
the requisite airs of puppyism ; amongst other specimens he falls in 
Jove with his mother-in-law, and goes to his Father to declare his pas- 
sion ; he tells him, by way of prelude, that he has all day felt an op- 
pression here (placing bis hand upon his heart) to whieh the father, to 
the great prejudice of his manhood, replies, ‘‘ No wonder when you 
have been stuffing cake all day.” —Tlicre was no originalty in any other 
character, but the whole weut pleasantly, and will probably be several 
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times repeated ; it was received with considerable applause, mingled 
with some little opposition. 

After the Comedy, Dibdin’s Opera of The Quaker was revived with 
partial success ; since the days when these kind of Operas were popu- 
lar, the public have made very considerable progress in musical science, 
and are lesing their taste for evireme simplicity ;—there are several 
airs, however, in The Quaker, of great beauty, particularly that fine 
one, “ While the lads of the village,” which was so finely sung by Mr. 
Wood, that it was the main cause of the success with which this re- 
vival was received, Mr. Wood’s performance of Steady was highly 
commendable ; he did net indalge in the outrageous burlesque actors 
whe play Quaker characters usually do ;—he would still improve the 
representation by not keeping bis hands folded; we happen to know 
something about Quakers, and-can assure him that they have all the 
natural motions of the body as well as other men. Miss Forde was 
lively and clever, as Floretta; and Miss Hughes sang the music al- 
lotted to Gillian with much spirit and effect. Mr. Bianchi Taylor was 
not successful as Lubin ; he was happier in the dialogue than in the 
music, a rare circumstance with singers. The Opera was, upon the 
whole, well received :—its success may certainly be mainly attributed 
to Mr. Wood. More Blunders than One, and The Botitle-Imp, con- 
eluded.—The honse was well attended. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epiror—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as te 
rub shoulders with my friends, andthe fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday—lI shall be found seated at the Dierama, in the Regent’s Park, 
anxiously admiring the two new Views, the charming Village of Unterseen, 
and the Cloisters of St.Wandrilie—quite bewitching! About two, I pop in to 
see Mr. Burford’s Marine Panorama of the Battle of Navarino, Strand—aw- 
fally grand—the din of war and conflagration is traly alarming—Britons bul- 
wark—love our navy. On aiy return, I view his Exhibitions of Rio Janeiro, 
the City of St. Sebastian, Genoa, &c. Leicester Square. 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various Departments of that popular and 
attractive Lounge, the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, and view The British 
Diorama, The Descent from the Cross, and the French Child, with the singutal 
inscription of ‘ Napoleon, Empereur,’ in its eyes. 

On Thursday evening, I visit the Argyll Rooms, to wonder and laugh at 
Messrs. Maffey’s extraordinary Exhibition—Arlequin, Juge et Partie; the 
comic Scene, Le Dejeune d’Arlequin, and the Bombarding of Algiers, &e.— 
crowded audience—their applause amazing. 

On Friday, I shail look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Exhibition—sn ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, J 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

On Saturday, after dinner, Mrs. Pry amuses me with neighbouring tattle, 
while we sip charming Port or Sherry, had from the cheap London and West- 
minster Wine and Spirit Company, Strand. 

Most Evenings I tear myself away from the society of my charming spouse, 
to indulge in the most delicious Cigars and Coffee in London, at that select and 
convenient Lounge for Theatre-goers, and Gentlemen of leisure, the Ciear 
Divan, King Street, Covent Garden.—bwt Liatrude, beg pardon: 








Your’s, PAUL PRY. 

P. S. I met Sidney Waller, the successful author of ‘ Love from the Heart,’ 
which delighted all hearts at the Manchester Festival—shewed me a full length 
portrait of the fascinating Love, es Don Giovanni—good tikeness—subscribed 


for a copy, and wished him success, 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 





This Evening, the Comedy of 


A New Way to Pay Old Debts. 


Lord Lovel, Mr EGERTON, 
Sir Giles Overreach...............04. Mr KEAN, 
Weilborn,.- Mr C. KEMBLE, 

Allworth, Mr RAYMOND, Marrall, Mr MEADOWS, 
Justice Greedy, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Willdo, Mr CRUMPTON, Tailor, Mr HENRY, 
Vintner, Mr FULLER, Tapwell, Mr TURNOUR, 
Order, Mr EVANS, Furnace, Mr ATKINS, 
Amble..Mr MEARS, Watchall..Mr IRWIN. 
Lady Allworth, Miss LACY, 

Margaret, Miss HENRY, Tabitha, Mrs WESTON, 
Abigail, Mrs WILSON. ‘Froth, Mrs DALY. 








To conclude with the Opera of 


CARRON SIDE. 


Colonel Campbell, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Captain Allan Lindsay, Mr BIANCHI TAYLOR, 
Cornet Hector Lindsay..... Mr WOOD, 
Donald Mackay..........-.+06. Mr BARTLEY, 
Sandy Sanderson, Mr KEELEY. 
MrsCampbell, Mrs WESTON, Grace, Miss CA WSE, 
Janet Sanderson, Miss GOWARD, 

Blanch Mackay............ Miss BYFELD, 
(Her 2nd appearance on any Stage.) 


In Act L—4A DANCE. 








To-morrow, The Rivals ; Sir Anthony Absolute, Mr Gray, (his first 
appearance) and The Invincibles ; Victoire, Madame Vestris. 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








‘This Evening, the Comedy of 


The HYPOCRITE. 


Doctor Cantwell, Mr W. FARREN, 
Col. Lambert, Mr COOPER, Darnley, Mr HOOPER, 
Sir John Lambert, Mr GATTIE, 
Seward, Mr YOUNGE, Tipstaff, Mr C. JONES, 
Maw-worm, Mr LISTON. 


Old Lady Lambert...... Mrs C. JONES, 
Charlotte, Miss E. TREE, Betty, Miss WILLMOTT, 
Young Lady Lambert, Mrs ORGER. 


After which, the Farce of 


DEAF AS A POST. 


Old Walton, Mr GATTIE, 
Captain Templeton..........+..-. Mr COOPER, 
Tristram Sappy, Mr LISTON, 
Crupper, Mr HUGHES, Gallop, Mr SALTER. 
Amy Templeton, Miss PINCOTT, 
Sophy Walton, Miss CURTIS, Sally, Mrs ORGER, 
Mrs Plumpley, Mrs C. JONES. 


To conclude with the Musical Farce of 


LOCK AND KEY. 


Brummagem, Mr W. FARREN, 
Captain Vain, Mr HOOPER, Cheerly, Mr BLAND, 
Ralph, Mr HARLEY, James, Mr SHERIFF. 
Laura, Miss GRANT, 


Fanny, Miss LOVE, in which Character she will sing 
‘ Love was once a Litile Boy.’ 


Dolly, Miss GOULD, Selina, Miss WILLMOTT. 


To-morrow, Rienzi, with the Divertiscment, and (first time) anew 
Comedy, called The Youthful Queen. 

















